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Background Data 
° cs constituted 6.4 percent of the total 
(226.5) Bittern eg the US in i802 hel Bureau estimates 
e abo 9 mi in March 1983, 
over half, 
O were of Mexican 
origin; under 
ion were of Oth 


S minority and the 


the year 2020, displacing Blacks as the country’s large: 
nority. 


o Hispanic dispersal throughout the US is extensive. 
Buc the, Woye eare, prowth is AEE in metropolitan 
areas and the Sun Belt, from Florida, to Texas to California, 
and from Illinois to Massachusetts. areas of the 
country, in fact, often coincide with major are: f Hispanic 
growth. New York, Californi Texas a t for 


Texas the Hispanic population exceeds the Black population. 


o The Egasi population is the most paeran Se o 
all groups the country with the ex 


o Hispanics were more likely than non-Hispanics to 
live in central cities. For instance, in i, one half of 
a Hispanics resided in the central cities of metropolitan 
areas compared with slightly less than one-third of non- 
Hispanics. 


° ponies are young. In 1980, the median age of 
apaia was only 23 years, compared to 31 for non- 
Hispanica. Graereolrn icantmacdMiNecicra origin persons are 
extremely young populations with median ages of about 22 
years. 


On average, the income levels of Hispanics 
aao coe sees than those for non-Hispanic families. 


o erall, s during the last 10 years in the 
oo ont Rouse Levaleler Hispanics were not CPaaueCES EI, 
uiepense gaio capos Jozecd a fubstantial decrease of 
ent in real median ly income. 
ployment, underemployment mployment in the 
Koo AEDI sectors of Bx Steupationat. siructure further 
gicio the Hispanic capacity to secure adequate education 
fo yo 


iscrimination is an important cau 
PERF in the job market. EREE 
o 


iona 
Hispanics are penalized more in the work force 
their lack of paces eaten than are non-Hispanics 
equivalent lack of flu 


Educational Findings 


More than ty of Hispanic gains in edu 
are being Confronted i an erosive condition that presently 
detracts from past cee The evidence is the condition 
of Hispanic ti ut 


hool enrollment da show three trend 
ai Hispanics: x aiiai EE ren enrolled in 


e r 
is tudents. These trends begin early, 
vaderenrolinent aeae to Hen caio graduation rates 
for Hispanics that are lo than for non-Hispanice. 

o 983, 58 percent of young Hispanic adults (25 to 
4 years eia) were high school iraduates, compared to only 45 
also the 


ics an 
1983, 88 percent of young non- Hispanic" ECEE A high 
school Aran and 25 percent had completed 4 years or mor 
of co 


cluster of related findings indicates that Hispanic 
more poin ae for 
a) ig 


igher centage of Hispanics tha 
neither the SAT nor the ACT, the standardised te usually 
necessary for college admission 
but cio g5 noscoce potio school 
st RE TO from minority 
žroups. o Aaronto, eien te alt the "publie enrollment 
is Hispanic and in York more th. 

o ublic school enrollment declined 13 nt 
between Gn ana 198i, E and secondary enrollments 
rose in y udi three ial 
Hispanic s ai PATSO as and E a FEE 

dents accounted for 8 percent the total enrollment 
nationally, but accounted for a much larger proportion of 
enrollment i New Mexico (46 percent) e (30 

t), California (25 percent), Arizona ( ER and 


only other state with more than 10 Ee Hiep anic 
ent 


o Between 1975 and 1980 t number of Hispanic 
enrollment in college as a percent of high school graduates 
declined 5.5 pecto from 35.4 percent to 29.9 percent 

while whites dropped by only .2 and blacks declined by 4.2 
recent. 


spanic college enrollments as a percent of the 
24 year ota population fell from 20.4 Rene in 1975 to 6 oA 
percent 1980 


hough ic full-time enrollments in both 
t ions in the 50 states and DC have 
aisce 1o78 chere Bradbeca i dee Maei Hiepanie 
a percent of the whole Hispanic population 


o wi 34.4 percent of white students went two- 
year colleges, over half Ge Cin Hispanic E A 
enrolled in community college 


onal attainment among Hisp 
tion is illustrated ney the i 


= re 
decranecd o 2 EO Pacea 
that remai: 


and an 
ined const or Whites 
during the same p d. 
In California, Mexican-Americans dropout of 
ol at twice the average state dropout rate. Overeil, 
the 1980 high school completion rate for popa nose ac 
and above was 43.2 percent, compared with 68.7 percent 
whites 
o According ate Sen 
percent 


ator Rock, between Eo es 70 
of the ispanic ee Renee E are failing to 
graduate from high sch Ill 


1980-81, Hispanic 31 percent of the 
body of the NYC pube" tehools i 


Black student increase o 
GERD OS ON clita OF 6.5 percent. BUT 


o spanics displa the highest dropout rates (80 
percent) PER the 9th to ae 12th grades compared to Blacks 
(72 percent) and Whites (50 percent). 

o For each group, the dropout ra NYC mo 
han double that of upstate. Hispanics "aS ene ees) 2 
Percent upstate to 80 percent in NYC; For aes from 39 
72 percent; and for Whites, 16 to 50 perc 


o unemployment rate in NYC for eed ie 21 
of age SE are izopouto z D ote RO og (decsde) Er 53 
percent in 1970 to 73 percent in 198 

ording to 


a 1984 report by New Yorks State 
raea deai EEE 


spanics had statewide the highest dropout rat 
for the class, pE 1981 (62 percent as compared with 23 e 
for White percent for Blacks). 


- nics in 1980-81 had the lowest percentage of 
eure lipenta ind college iertat (bachelor’s degree) in the 
scientific fields. 

ck of minorities in the licensed 
vas E by the same Nev York”s Rege 
following factors 


ofessions 
nts ARE to the 
Limited  AUARENESS of professional career options 
among minority stud 
nadequate COUNSELING at stages of education when 
critical Reins are 
Lack of AsprRatzon | Scorn: from the above two 
failings S difficulties and self-image problems. 
* Lack of minority professional ROLE MODELS 
Low PECTATIONS minority avi, 
comers: to poor self-image, sae aspirations, and lower 
achievement le 
equate training in FUNDAMENTAL SKILLS - 
EE e science and English. 
ufficient opportunities for SPECIAL HELP, 
tutoring, Bt E 


nflexible or insensitive ADMISSIONS 
in PaT Programs. 


procedures 


* Inadequate steps to promote RETENTION through 
Planning and provision for special help during high school 
and professional study. 


Lack of adeqi FUNDING to Sopiccone Programs 
aimed at increasing RAE participation 


* Lack of INSTITUTIONAL COMMITMENT to affirmative 
action. 
"The Impact of Education 


correlation between education and socioeconomic 
OAN OR ONE established on Current projections say 


at during the 1990°s the labor force is going to decline, 
Erowing gt less than half the rate at which it grew during 
he 19707 


with the trend for Whites, the percentage of nonwhite 
teenagers and young adults in the labor force will show 
i ine. 


ustrial nations 
of its labor force in 1963 


ucat 
O POCO OE the kec and 
productivity growth ra 


r whatever reason, are unprepa to take 

h: re m ften highly paid white-collar ARE will 
in the future have fewer b1 ollar positions from which to 
choose. i potential problem of polarizatio 

to the extent it occurs, a very serious problem 
Hispanics. A ial "technological gap" coul 
preclud a substantial part of the population 
Participati: in the most rewarding Tao Os 

revolution that many for Hopoi aiy o Scales 
aot Wolinenc ioullenelly cadaces vier OO A O E O 


cational decisions made today will affect this 


Aa ERE DEO egies ha o be devel: 


*Taken from a background paper prepared for the National 
Commission on Secondary Schooling for Fences » 1983. 


